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This paper will try to analyze a curious intellectual phenomena: a group of Jewish-German authors that 
developed, during the Weimar Republic, a radical anti-capitalist and anti-protestant argument, directly 
inspired by Weber’s Protestant Ethic. They did not hesitate to denounce capitalism as a sort of diabolic 
religion (Ernst Bloch, Walter Benjamin),or as the product of the evil ethical tendencies of Calvinism (Ernst 
Bloch, Erich Fromm).  
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