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Abstract / Kurzfassung

RERETRE. NTRYEESEHBERAZ - LERMNIANANBENLR BEERZFEAEAER
KRB, TMNEAFLHEEENRAIENTHNZN A ERUZBARE ERTET ML, UKERAREKIL
ARE, FUT BB LHFAREN TR BEZUERZMBR . HELARBMEEYE, N REHINRE
HT7T2HHNRR, FMDRBENRENN T ERGIVANNERAEFEER L, ARNHANBERENF
ST, BURIRBEREMNLENALLE. HEXELREFFZTHANENER TRNEHRET B
CHEE, RRHGEMNE, REB SN T AEE UG ENFVNARE, FTENENANENRBEEKRT
B, REFBNREARENEBHNZRERBTTERER, MR A TEEMBNIXE FEE
HHEHANBRAEXRCNEORR. UEZEENERNRAELFERR - RE  RESTEFHRR
o REUNZERGE—MWXRRBXRANESHENRASEEZNRRNEIH ; REUAN BRI IMHRR, X
RANFZHMY . BRABRMZHLEDEOINNBREHES BHBIORNERERA  AMBLESRETH
BXEMTEERZHEN. RETZUAESEEN -2 ARA, B E MM LUAMRRE B X G H RKE
MBARSHFRHTENGERL. CHRZZLHET  UBENHERBER T RENBERNAFTEEMULQR
MERXBR T RENENCER, BERANEIBEHRE PHRIKH ARG BHRE MIEIAN
RHERANBENERTN BLATHNAERRRNRY  REEERENHSBRRE RENRERREHEL
AUNESEMN, RENBRRNFRHIRLI TEAESTFEEANRANINRNSE, BRSHREX
TRENERLE NZA T RENELEM. SFRBRMAARBERHLE ABATBHERNLIX
o IRAXFHNEBENMRUZNRRIEIECNTEREERRREANART., TEBTRAGEEN
EXXR EHMEFEEMIN, EMNHEHR T EREFZHBEANVLER, TREHET-PEERBR
HABHNRE FENPNEFEESRENNE LN IR BENEETH. #AKEE IREUETF
BRRAMNWEREREZNFNESI TERRNEMENEZ B TESEE UREM, AT BRREZHN
RETFER CRER) XERART SRR RAEBREZUEREE T VEZNMZEHNEE AT A
AENEZMARELREN,. BREREZNEAREENLABNRE LD RBTH, BEBGAELTT
FHREHRAMBRREZAKNBRI,LE T RARBWRHNERIKA, BT HENE N EFEN D
BN TREAGR XU TEXZE ERHANTE, EXKREYNELETZNENT SR BHK T KM
MECREN, A AUREREFNEENEHENEZMUARREBREZNRONALRE LT ZHN



BT 3RBaRAEET REEMH o HWRE BRNEE ZRFI0RF E HHEOR, AN REHNEART
MEN. XA RLEFELHFRERER)NREZEARRTEUARKSIZENREN. R EAX
FUEBZMBREINREAB R EEMYRAE T RUARIRENREN, EXREDELTEZNE IR
BRATAREE NEARHUE T &M, At ERFTDIRBNRENLAEE D% BHRBRE FER
o EXRENELEZNAHFH REDIZTINRR, BNUEFFRREZANRLNIRE BT RE
HIRARME FHTREARAXRNAN —HEERANBEANR | LEMHF R FEERIHIFE NIRE,
BAH T REMARUE M, B T REASHM AR XX AT RNERFHE ; UETREEARDDENEAR
KX AREERFLENSERE T RENAR BT T REAXAHMMENS L MXBAR XM 1S, £XK
BZ2NERT REMRMEZER T EAENER, ME A LUARE AR ZREEHEE. FH—TXXRAEK,
RBARFHR—MXIL EREBXLIE, RESETHRN, AERNNMEN, EERIFEBEILEE, K
BN BB REE L HREMEB IR ThAR 4 H 08 L R REBBUA YR, SYUEHFXRIECS EAE
MEEHN. RHPENRE BEMRT ZREMNERER. XURR REBHR. “REERESH .
REXLR, RARERHANALXNEFNRMRBENRHEERANRE, XERQITERR RAZAH
HENBABEXMEMENRBECINERETR T RENMMEERYE, ABTNEANS —. KKREY
FNEREERERN -—IER AN - RIALX REBEIAHFTEE EMALESERAHRER
R R ERABCHBINAL, DRBEZNERTR-BAMRN EESTERMBBRRTHH
DRBMNHFSIURTHEBTHNRENER, SHEPESIREREXZERPHNERERAREEFATR
A, INTHREDGRBERL, BLENDIRERRNRELEEREENN. Bt TRENESREE
FEEPNEANELDR R0 RPHEURARDIRBERBAFTTHRNEZARET T, HEIRE
HBERHRE BNEI IREN THUES LEOAMRIREIHNFR . N THERSLHRERBHEE,
DREBRARBRREBRETE  ERKRBRREBEHAZEIUERF R BIEHHHFANETRES ; UHR
TRESHNZNBRABBREZNERAK  FHINWANBEELZ, TR - TMHANEZEESHANT : I
BETHRABEHMARFL, IRNETEWBEETZNEL ARKRREZRTHNANERRRBREE

T HREBEATRATBENTINAMKATEXZLE, JRBOXEIE REBLEFWEZATHE
ERNDREBEFNERNRHABINERS, SAMEIRBEFYMAR E5XTSHENXE. &
PARZIREEFEDENESTRAFRARNEEIRBEZERENAR AEBFLIRBEXZERATRA
RECEBSEMNG EZNBBN IR RRE2EREAEHE, REGREBEZFERHIRAXN
A=Y AR EERRALBEMRE BER-ERNREN, BE-ENX RESENIRRE
FHNZENERENRR, Bt BFMDRENRENRTRFIENDIRBETZERZMNAXARAEN, R
HEAER ENBERE LR M L2, FRABEZERER. TEBERY, ER EFEREREEA
BEAZ XXRAEREMNEZNERRANKAFLANEREZER, BEZERXFTEURY BFRAR
REZNAM  AEEXNE-HERHAOMABEENRSZBERNRATN, SRBEZTEREF
REREHBEREANKAFLAERENTE ERNESRBEZER MBI ENTENRTR T REH
B, SRBEFRFEFNAR MAETFNBIE ARNTZNEMNLEEZRNASR, B, ZIRBEEF
ERYERETFTERBFENERNRE, DRBFUEARBRELFIAENETERSSUMN EESAX
FROEETR THNERES, DREBEUAREABIENEVNIFESAIRBEENRENEE R BT ER
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HEBEBCA LT 2R £ N REWICRN -85, DRBENGIBAZ —NWERLHE 2 BEHRK
ERBRBRARR ARG EZNRELLHNAANFET IRBELTHEN . F-EHFRNBER BMAE
B, BRE, EINERRENIRAMENERHIA T FRAEENRE £2m T M ELH B2 M E
o =7 Y EMHNEILE S MNERKEBL LNTBEAN DR BEEXRENNERICEFEMN T
VE, SITRERAEFCHEREEE, MEIREBRERERNSIARTELNES K thnBEER
REREMSKERAIDEMR, ERARE LHUSIMBE BRI ETHIXER. RETEEGMRIRN
KB, Bt X TRENNPTEELZRESHANPLNEE KT, FHRFREHIEENFIEHE X
REMERKRIR, AADREENE NS FFNEZE REFNERESXN REGH TN IRE T —LF
MEWILH, FZREFRNFE MEFER. HEE. BWILH ARSI RREF5HMBRRR

UHEHFFARY, FPELRR XU ERSEGNERNEE EDIRBEIURBNHE, L EERAER
B RN ARE ARPELRE XY ER2EXRLELEHROLE L RE T U T ZHNRBRAMICE LS, X
RHRPEIR BT URHENNBZENRR, AEXEAFERT I REE LRENNEREIRELS,

RPN EBRESEREARINREXS LA ATRRBNE,

Author's translation

Religion has a long history. Thinkers of all ages have many incisive ideas and wonderful discuss on
religion, anyhow one-sided yet. They always take a part for the whole. The reason of that is they study
religion not on the perspective of ontology or not on the perspective of correct ontology. The ontology in
philosophy of Marx! is practice ontology, so philosophy of Marx realized the reform of philosophy, and
then the study of philosophy of Marx on religion is very thorough. Exploring Marx’s idea on religion is very
important to study religion and deal with religion affairs.

The formation of Marx’s idea of religion is benefit of the realistic conditions and rich thought resource and
rich religious culture background. The germ and establishment of capitalism is the rich soil of Marx’s idea
on religion. Social reform always affects the conflict of the interest groups; every hierarchy makes a
sound of their own. In the field of religion, religion changed itself to adapt to the new condition and the
people comment it. Protestant reformation Luther? opening sweep the obstacles of transformation of
Christian. Calvin® expanded the actual influence of protestant. Protestant is faith of capitalism age.
Capitalist system based on philosophy sense faced a question: the relationship of religion and
philosophy. Some ideological trend reconcile religion and philosophy and the other make them opposing.
Deism and Pantheism indicated that philosophy sense cannot dispense the religion. Kant* thinks sense
cannot acquaint religion; anyhow religion is the outcome of sense. That means religion has rational
content but not suit in the form of sense. Because absolute spirit is the speculative expression of the vivid
human society and Hegel® regarded religion as the performance of absolute spirit, that means religion has
deep social root and is reasonable and inevitable. The religion thought of Kant and Hegel is the summit in
the old age. Encyclopedia thinkers eliminated the natural embodiment of religion and ignorance the social
root of religion. School of young Hegel found religion has history and was caught in illusion of self-
awareness. The class standpoint and theory tool of such religion thoughts is destined that they cannot
perspective religion and reveal the real relationship of religion and philosophy. But they all included the
grain of truth about religion. All the religion thoughts make up the resource of Marx’s idea of religion.

1 Karl Marx (1818 — 1883), German philosopher, economist, historian, sociologist, political theorist, journalist, and
socialist revolutionary.

2 Martin Luther (1483 — 1546), German professor of theology, composer, priest, and Augustinian monk.

3 John Calvin (1509 — 1564), French theologian, pastor and reformer in Geneva.

4 Immanuel Kant (1724 — 1804), German philosopher.

5 Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel (1770 — 1831), German philosopher.
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The formation of Marx’s idea of religion has a process. Marx was born in a family with thick religion air
and His education in middle school with religion content. At that time, Marx is a protestant. In the
university, Marx accepts Hegel’s rationalism philosophy with the help of the self-awareness philosophy of
the school of young Hegel and Marx’s religion idea is rationalism. Because of the inner contradiction of
Hegel's philosophy and the setback in the Rhine newspaper, Marx accepts Feuerbach’s® philosophy to
leave rationalism philosophy. At that time, Marx’s philosophy is humanism and his religion idea is
humanism religion idea. Anyhow, Marx is not satisfaction with Feuerbach’s philosophy because it is
simple and lack of history. As the deep study with plutonomy and the rediscovery of Hegel’s philosophy,
with the help of Feuerbach’s materialism philosophy, Marx founded the practice ontology philosophy and
made a philosophy revolution. In the vision of practice materialism philosophy, Marx’s religion idea is
practice materialism religion idea. And then we know, though Marx answered the question that what is
religion in the vision of rationalism philosophy and humanism philosophy, because the ontology is
idealism, his answer is not thorough. This proved the idea that religion is non-rational and religion is alien
illusion is not right. The idea that religion is spirit opium which birthed in the humanism philosophy stage
of Marx is not correct too. In the practice materialism philosophy stage, Marx changed ontology which
provided chance to study religion. So, to study Marx’s religion idea, we must come to the practice
materialism philosophy.

In the vision of practice materialism philosophy, this doctoral thesis totally studied the religion idea of
Marx. Through reread the proposition that religion is alien of human, we know the fundamental properties
of religion and come to the conclusion that religion is a very important form of human culture. Through
reread the proposition that religion is irrational, we know the essence properties of religion and highlight
the feature of religion to distinguish it from the other human culture form. Through reread the proposition
that religion is transcendental form of human power, we answer the question what is religion on the
ontology level and reveal the personality of religion culture and the generality of religion culture and the
other culture form. In the context of practice philosophy, religion study totally get rid of arbitrary and come
to the precise like natural science. As a culture form, religion itself is culture. Religion plays the role of
culture and theory. When politic intervenes, religion plays the role of political. What things perform itself,
things is what. The function of religion always constitutes the special essence of religion. This is why such
viewpoints were took as the essence of religion like religion is opium and religion is ideology and religion
is culture and religion is the way to comprehend the world and so on. But all of these judgments cannot
replace the viewpoint that religion is transcendental form of human power. Because only this viewpoint
reveal religion is unification of personality and generality and unification of content and form. In the vision
of practice materialism philosophy, the world is a process. As a culture form of the world, religion has
history. But its history is connected with the world closely. All above is Marx’s idea of religion.

The formation of Marx’s philosophy is not accomplished in an action. It is the result that Marx absorbed all
kinds of knowledge and made them shock with reality life. The function that every ideological trend made
in the formation of Marx’s philosophy is needed to identify. It is very important to study Marx’s intellectual
history and prevent misread Marx’s idea. So, differentiation the function of religion idea in the formation of
Marx’s philosophy and the status in Marx’s philosophy is an integral in the thesis to study Marx’s religion
idea. For political criticism, Marx made religion criticism. For religion and all the speculative philosophy
criticism, Marx accepts Feuerbach’s philosophy. And then, Marx studied the civil society and found the
core of Hegel’'s philosophy such as labor of man and dialectics. Then, a great philosophy comprehensive
comes true: standing on the basis of perceptual philosophy of Feuerbach, using the core labor man in
Hegel philosophy filling the man in Feuerbach philosophy, and forming a philosophy system. In a word,
Feuerbach found perceptual man and Hegel found labor man and Marx found perceptual labor man. And
then, Marx changed philosophy. When Marx’s philosophy formed, religion must be studied in the new
philosophy vision. Now, we know the function of religion idea in the formation of Marx’s philosophy and
the status in Marx’s philosophy. In addition, Marx’s philosophy attracted much attention because it
shocked the pattern of theory and politic. Every force with different purpose and way try to confuse the
difference between religion and philosophy. Though Marx’s philosophy and religion are all the result of
human culture and have something in common, they are very different. Confusion the difference between
them lead to be little the scientific and revolutionary of Marx’s philosophy. So, studying Marx’s idea of

® Ludwig Andreas von Feuerbach (1804 — 1872), German philosopher and anthropologist.
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religion must study the relationship of Marx’s philosophy and religion. Aimed at all the methods of
confusing Marx’s philosophy and religion, this thesis rectified them in the vision of ontology. Roughly to
say, philosophy is ontology. All the old philosophy can’t cast off idealism and metaphysics. As introduction
says, ontology about religion just is idealism and metaphysics. So, all the old philosophy can’t surpass
and departure religion. But philosophy is not religion anyhow. The theory pursuit and form is very different
between philosophy and religion. Though all the old philosophy didn’t surpass religion, they didn’t lose the
nature of philosophy such as pursuit the unification of truth and kind and beauty and logical concept form.
Marx’s philosophy is not religion, not only because the theory pursuit and form of Marx’s philosophy is
different from religion, but also Marx’s philosophy surpasses religion on ontology. Marx’s philosophy is the
summit of philosophy. It wipes out philosophy just to make it come true. So, Marx’s philosophy is not
religion, it didn’t need religion as its supplement.

The revolutionary that Marxism opened in human intellectual history is multi-angle. Marxism opens up
new theory tradition in all humanities. Marx sets up practice ontology to lay a foundation to study religion,
but he focuses on studying plutonomy, so, he discussed religion poorly. As the co-founder of Marxism,
Engels’s core philosophy idea is practice ontology. His achievement on religion philosophy and religion
history enriches Marxism religion idea. The second international thinkers, such as Lafargue’ and Kautsky®
and Plekhanov?, didn’t understand practice ontology accurately. So, their theory is not scientific. But they
shared the theory tradition of historical materialism, their view about religion added treasure to Marxism.
Lenin!® is the qualified successor of practice ontology. He always studies theory and guides practice in
the junction of theory and practice. His thought is smartly dialectic. His view and policy on religion always
bases on present reality and services revolution and construction. So, studying Lenin’s view of religion
needs to connect the reality. If not connect the reality to exaggerate special judgment, theory mistakes
will be produced. Western Marxists such as Lukacs!! and Gramsci'? study religion based on new reality
and lead to some valuable judgment. The Frankfurt School thinkers such as Max Horkheimer 12 and
Fromm and Habermas?# try to fuse the other ideological resources and Marxism to study religion. Chinese
Marxists make Marxism religion idea sinicize to service revolutionary and construction. Modern Chinese
Marxism naturally comes back to the theory tradition of practice ontology which begins at the discussion
of truth criterion to sure the accuracy of studying religion. All of these views constituted the strongly theory
tradition of Marxism religion idea. This theory tradition is very useful to study religion and deal with
religion affairs. [Footnotes, hyperlinks: M.Z.]

Zur Ergdnzung des Beitrags durch FuRnoten und Hyperlinks wurde unter anderem das Internetlexikon Wikipedia verwendet.
Den Autorinnen und Autoren sei Dank flr ihre sorgfdltige und hilfreiche Arbeit. Diese lexikalischen Angaben dienen einem
ersten Uberblick. Fiir detailliertere Informationen wird auf die Spezialliteratur verwiesen. [M.Z.]

7 Paul Lafargue (1842 — 1911), French socialist.

8 Karl Johann Kautsky (1854 — 1938), Czech-Austrian philosopher.

9 Georgi Valentinovich Plekhanov (1856 — 1918), Russian philosopher.

10 Vladimir llyich Ulyanov (Lenin) 1870 — 1924), Russian revolutionary, politician, and political theorist.

11 Gyorgy Lukacs (1885 — 1971), Hungarian Marxist philosopher, aesthetician, literary historian, and critic.
12 Antonio Francesco Gramsci (1891 — 1937, Italian philosopher and politician.

13 Max Horkheimer (1895 — 1973), German philosopher and sociologist.

14 Jurgen Habermas (geb. 1929), German philosopher and sociologist.
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